Women’s Global Alliance 


The emergence of the contemporary transnational women’s movement can be 
dated from the 1975 UN “Decade for Women” declaration and the resultant conferences 
in Mexico City, Copenhagen, Nairobi, and Beijing. The greatest challenge of the 
movement flows from the fact that the economic interests of women in the poorer 
countries can directly conflict with those of women in the richer countries. It has been a 
challenge to acknowledge that the preservation of women’s consumption standards and 
employment in richer countries often results in loss of labor rights or environmental 
damage in poorer countries. “This tension points to the main problem in developing a 
shared global perspective among women’s movements on economic change” (O’Brien et 
al, 2000, p. 40). The Women’s Global Alliance attempts to bridge the Global North and 
South, concerned with the interests of both separately as well as their common interests. 

Between the Mexico City meeting in 1975 and the 1995 meeting in Beijing, there 
has been increasing emphasis on an agenda shaped by the lives of women in poorer 
countries. “Parochial views of feminism that failed to see literacy or safe water supplies, 
for example, as women’s movement issues were effectively challenged by Third World 
Women shifting the discourse towards a more prominent link between feminism and 
development. . . By 1995, the strong influence of the women’s organizations of non- 
Western nations was indisputable in shaping a common agenda” (Ferree and Gamson, 
1999, p. 42). 

Many global justice issues have a strong gender component with injustices falling 
disproportionately on women and young girls. 

**** The reduction of state expenditures on social services has an immediate impact on 
women, with women expected to expand their domestic responsibilities to compensate 
for decreasing state investment in children’s education or health, or care for the elderly. 
*** Tack of health and safety regulations are often most acute at factories that employ 
mostly women and girls. 

*** Poverty-level wages and lack of labor rights often fall disproportionately on women 
workers. 

**** Reproductive health (of mothers and children) is often one of the costs of 
environmental degradation. 

**** The majority of borrowers in many micro-credit programs are women. 


Frame 

Parts of the Women’s Global Alliance are especially sympathetic to 
GLOBALIZATION FROM BELOW while other parts are especially sympathetic to 
GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE. (see Resource Kit, Globalization 
Frames). 


Success Indicators: 

Women’s Lives (WL): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that improve 
women’s lives. It is lowered by actions that make their lives worse off. 

Constituency Support (CS): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
show the Women’s Global Alliance to be an effective advocate and defender of policies 
that make women’s lives better. It is lowered by actions that show the Women’s Global 
Alliance to be ineffective or irrelevant as an advocate and defender of policies that make 
women’s lives better. 

Overall Success = (WL + CS) / 2 


Recommended to Print from Resource Kit: 
You should make hard copies of the following parts of the Resource Kit to read 
ahead of time or bring with you to the game sessions: 


*** Glossary of Technical Terms 

*** GLOBALIZATION FROM BELOW and GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN 
FACE frames 

The following parts of the Resource Kit are relevant for different proposals in the game. 

Here you may wish to employ a division of labor on your team in examining them: 


*** A-Team Special Programs, HIPC Initiative and Micro-Credit Programs. 
*#* SAPs (Structural Adjustment Programs) 
*** TMF Governance. 

**** TO Fundamental Conventions. 

*** Micro-Credit Programs. 

**** Regional Trading Blocs. 

*** Food Sovereignty. 

**** Restoration of Communal Lands. 

*** Investor Rights Clauses 

*** Capital Controls 

*** TRIP Agreements. 

** MEAS 

*** Tobin Taxes 


Notes and References: 


Ferree, Myra Marx and William A. Gamson (1999) “The Gendering of Abortion 
Discourse: Assessing Global Feminist Influence in the United States and 
Germany” in della Porta et al, Social Movements in a Globalizing World. New 
York: St. Martin’s Press. 
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Priority Rating for Committees 


Team 


1. High priority. A member of our team should be on this committee as a 
participant or an observer. 

2. Medium priority. If we have sufficient members on our team, one should be on 
this committee. 

3. Low priority. We have only a marginal interest in this committee and don’t 
need to be represented on it. 
Priority Rating for Committees: 

___ Development 

___ Trade 

Finance 
____ Debt Relief 


____ Corporate Regulation 


Countervailing Institutions 


Voting Form 


Team 


Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 
Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


___ Abstain. 
__ No 
Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 


Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


____ Abstain. 


No 


